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What is this? 
• NWS utilizes over 100 

different colors for 
alerts. 

 
 

Tornado Warning 

Tornado Watch 

Severe Thunderstorm Warning 

Severe Thunderstorm Watch 



The Problem: The same watches, warnings & 
advisories have different colors in different places 

SPC PAGE 

• TORNADO WATCH 

LOCAL NWS PAGES 

• TORNADO WATCH 



Tornado Watch 



Tornado Watch 



Tornado Warning 



SO HOW DO WE SOLVE THIS PROBLEM? 
STEP ONE FOCUS ON IMPACTS 1ST 



IN BAR CHART FORMAT  



WORKS IN ANY SEVERE WEATHER THREAT 



EVEN WINTER WEATHER 



THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IS ALREADY 
EXPERIMENTING WITH THIS SAME CONCEPT.  



OTHER NWS EXAMPLES 





What if we all used the same colors? 



THE FUTURE OF WARNINGS ARE ALL THE SAME 
COLOR!  
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